
 

 

Usman Mohammed Inuwa I am an environmental peace activist and social innovator who 
always try to connect people of different tribes, cultures and religion together to really learn to 
listen to one another, and share their stories. This is with a view to bridging the gabs between 
warring groups and individuals who were hitherto living as friends and very good neighbors but 
because of some reasons be it cultural or religious or even political differences suddenly turned 
to enemies overnight.  I live and work in north-eastern Nigeria that is now devastated by violent 
crisis and insurgency activities.  

The problems were further compounded by Boko Haram and other terrorist groups who because 
of their activities many homes and families are now teared apart.  

Because of tradition and religion men are entitled to marrying four wives for Muslims and to as many as 
10 by some traditionalists and this is where over 90% of the people depend on subsistence farming for 
living.	  	  	  	  	  

I have been a facilitator for almost a decade now and I am very passionate about facilitating 
dialogues in communities where there are violent conflicts between warring Muslims and 
Christians in Bauchi State. 

 
 
I founded a Community Based Organization called Forward Action for Conservation of 
Indigenous Species (FACIS), a non-profit making, non-racial, non-religious, non-partisan 
organization that cultivates culture of peace and justice by engaging people to bridge religious 
and cultural differences and work together for the protection and management of environment.  
 
  

 
Today, I will be sharing with you one of the stories of my peacemaking efforts in Nigeria and is 
titled “Seeds for Peace seminar.  



  

 

 

The idea behind SEEDS FOR PEACE SEMINAR was basically Relationship Building which brought 
together eager Muslim and Christian farmers from near and far to " listen to stories of one another and 
exchange open pollinated organic seeds and to learn how Biointensive farming is done. 

 

From 1991 Bauchi continue to experience ethno-religious and political crises with hundreds of people 
massacred and many churches, mosques, and family homes burned down  

The Seeds for Peace Seminar was meant to (1) bring citizens of different religions, tribes, and cultures in 
tensed areas, to sit at the same table for learning to listen to one another, share their stories, and discover 
that “an enemy is one whose story we have not heard.”  And the women and men were to (2) serve as the 
beginning of the new movement in GROW BIO-INTENSIVE Agriculture which will ultimately help 
people to have organic (healthful) food on their tables and a way of generating income.                 

20 participants were invited which comprises men and women who actually experienced tension, fear, 
and lack of trust from many ethno-religious crises in their areas.  

All the women and men participants are farmers who either own a farm land or harvest their food on 
rented farm land.  



One strategy I used that really aided the conduct of the meeting was the use of participants from a village 
called Gar in Alkaleri Local Government Area who are a model of Muslims and Christians peacefully 
living together despite differences of religion. They shared how they have been dealing with 
misunderstandings and disagreements that arise between them with the rest of the participants. 

 

So the participants were asked:  "Remember an experience when they were the recipient of an 
unexpected, unsolicited act of extraordinary kindness that they have never forgotten."   

Each one chose a partner and sat in dyads (pairs) shared their stories in five minutes.  For another five 
minutes, a generous number of pairs were asked to share their experiences with others in the whole room.     

After listening to four different pairs, I asked others to reply aloud to some questions: "What is the 
meaning to you of these experiences?  What is the importance of stories?  What stories do you want to put 
into motion in your communities?               

Together they watched GROW -- the inspiring 12-minute film illustrating successful biologically-
intensive, sustainable farming with minimum water and without excessive dependence on expensive 
commercial fertilizers modeled by G-BIACK -- the GROW BIOINTENSIVE Agricultural Center, in 
Kenya 

Exchange	  of	  Seeds	  	  	  

All	  participants	  were	  asked	  to	  bring	  gifts	  of	  open	  pollinated	  seeds	  to	  freely	  exchange	  with	  one	  another.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

This	  SEEDS	  OF	  PEACE	  SEMINAR	  saw	  an	  outpouring	  of	  generosity	  and	  excitement	  among	  the	  sometimes-‐
alienated	  Christian	  and	  Muslim	  farmers	  who	  were	  thrilled	  to	  share	  the	  day	  to	  do	  what	  had	  never	  before	  
been	  done.	  	  	  Till	  today	  the	  participants	  kept	  communicating	  with	  one	  another	  and	  exchanging	  visits	  
among	  themselves.	  

Key learning points for me are: 

• People can refuse to be enemies only if they come and listen to one another 
• Preaching peace alone is not enough for if we want to have true and sustainable peace we must 

continue to generate innovating ways that will keep the warring parties in constant touch with one 
another  


