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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.     
Margaret Mead 

 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF SMALL GROUPS                                                                          

THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 
 

 
 
 
HAIKU POETRY 
House of Fallen Persimmons    
Rakushisha's Hut/Cottage 
1685 - 1694 
Kyoto, Japan 
 
The cottage of Mukai Kyorai, Basho's disciple. The son of a wealthy physician from Nagasaki, and well-
to-do himself, he was able to play host to Basho and other haiku poets when they visited Kyoto. Basho 
himself lived in Edo, in the East. 
 
Major Theme: A way of looking at the physical world, seeing deeper, finding concise ways of 
expressing the very nature of existence. 
 
 
 
NATURE & COSMOS                                                                                            
The Transcendentalist Club         
Home of Sarah and George Ripley (and nearby locations)                                                      
1836-1840                                                                                                                        
Concord, MA (USA) 
A gathering of educators, theologians, philosophers, farmers, and philosophers.  Members included 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Margaret Fuller, and James Freeman Clarke. 
 
Major Theme: Humans are not the creators of the things we cherish most, justice, truth, love, freedom.  
We are vessels of a universal will expressing itself.                     
 
 
 
LITERATURE & THEOLOGY                                                                                                  
The Inklings                         
The Eagle and Child Pub, and other Pubs in Oxford, England                                            
1933 - 1950 
A gathering of Oxford professors that included C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkein. 
 
Major Theme: The desire to explore "vague or half formed intimations and ideas." 
Tolkein's The Hobbit was published in 1937, Lord of the Rings was written between 1937-1949.  Lewis 
distributed proofs of  The Lion Witch and Wardrobe to a gathering of the Inklings in 1950. 
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MODERN JAZZ                                                                                                              
Jazz  Clubs            
18th and Vine                                                                                                                                                                                  
Kansas City, Missouri, USA                                                                                                                     
1920's, 1930's, early 40's 
A gathering of jazz artists, often getting together in small clubs after their paid performances and 
jamming into the night.  The network of artists included Count Basie and Charlie "Bird" Parker, who 
was born in Kansas City. Kansas City was at the crossroads of transcontinental travel by plane and train, 
resulting in a diverse mix of cultures aided by lax alcohol restrictions.  
 
Major Theme: Free expression and improvisational innovation 
 
 
 
EXISTENTIAL THOUGHT                                                                                               
Cafe: Les Deux Magots         
6 place Saint-Germain-des-Prés                                                                                                                   
Paris, France                                                                                                                          
1920's, 30's, 40's, 50's   
A gathering place for artists, intellectuals, writers, and philosophers at a café in the Saint-Germain-des-
Prés area of Paris, France. Here is where James Joyce drank dry sherry with Ernest Hemingway in the 
1920's and Simone de Beauvoir and Jean-Paul Sartre discussed love and  philosophy in the 30's. Others 
patrons included Albert Camus, Pablo Picasso, and Bertolt Brecht.  
 
Major Themes: Existential thought, art, politics, literature, theatre, absurdity, individual freedom and 
social responsibility 

 
 
 

 
MODERN ART                                                             
Home of Peggy Guggenheim                
Palazzo Venier dei Leoni                                                                                                                                
Grand Canal, Venice, Italy                                                                                          
1949 - 1979                                                              
Home to Peggy Guggenheim and her modern art collection, it was a gathering place for experimental 
artists and writers from across Europe and the United States.  An unfinished 18th century Grand Canal 
palace, the home showcased the art and personalities of Peggy Guggenheim's friends and lovers 
including Jackson Pollock, Max Ernst, and Samuel Beckett.                                                                                                  
 
Major Theme:  Featuring cubist, abstract, surreal, and dada artwork, it changed the way we see beauty 
and conceptualize time and space. 

 
 
 
 



Developed by Alan Briskin, Ph.D. 

IMPROVISATIONAL COMEDY                                                                                           
Rented Home    
1063 Avenue Rd.                                                                                                               
Toronto, Canada                                                                                                                       
1972 - 1980 
Originally rented to Eugene Levy and Martin Short, the home became host to a multitude of comedians 
including Bill Murray, John Belushi, John Candy, Dan Aykroyd, and Gilda Radner. With Second City 
theatre as backdrop, the rented home became the gathering capital of the world for improvisational 
comedy. 
 
 
 
SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION 
House of Love and Prayer          
347 Arguello Blvd                                                                                                                      
San Francisco, CA, USA                                                                                                            
1968 - 1971 
Aryae Coopersmith, a college student, rented a house to start a new kind of Jewish spiritual community 
for Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach, and moved in with his wife and friends. Soon they found themselves at the 
center of San Francisco’s spiritual revolution as thousands of young people – Jews, Christians, 
Buddhists, Sufis, and followers of countless gurus – flooded in through their doors. Visitors included 
Reb Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, Murshid Sam Lewis (“Sufi Sam”), Eli Wiesel, and spiritual leaders 
from Christian, Buddhist, Sufi and Hindu communities. 
 
Major Theme: In Rabbi Carlebach’s words, “We’re all on the same path; we’re just wearing different 
shoes.” For historical perspective, the Council for a Parliament of World Religions was not incorporated 
until 1988, although its history dates back to 1893. 
 
 
 
SOCIAL CHANGE 
One World Lights 
Global Community of Wisdom Circles 
2013 -  
 
Major Theme: Global citizens in the One World Lights community – in response to today’s world in 
crisis – seek to support a course change for humanity by supporting each other, via a global community 
of wisdom circles. 
 
 


